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Plastic is everywhere in today’s lifestyle. It’s used for packaging, protecting, serving, and
even disposing of all kinds of consumer goods. Through industrial revolution mass
production of goods started and plastic seemed to be a cheaper and effective raw material.
Today, every vital sector of the economy starting from agriculture to packaging,
automobile, building construction, communication or InfoTech has been virtually
revolutionised by the applications of plastics.

INTRODUCTION
The word “plastic” comes from the Greek word “plastikos”
meaning “to form”. Plastics is any of a group of synthetic or
natural organic materials that may be shaped when soft and
then hardened, including many types of resins, resinoids,
polymers, cellulose derivatives, casein materials, and
proteins: used in place of other materials, as glass, wood, and
metals, in construction and decoration making many articles,
as coatings, and, drawn into filaments, for weaving. The first
man-made plastic was created by Alexander Parkes who
publicly demonstrated it at the 1862 Great International
Exhibition in London.

Need For the Study

India has witnessed a substantial growth in the consumption
of plastics and an increased production of plastic waste.
Polyolefin’s account for the major share of 60% in the total
plastics consumption in India. Packaging is the major plastics
consuming sector, with 42% of the total consumption,
followed by consumer products and the construction industry.
On this basis, the total plastics consumption is projected to
grow by a factor of six between 2000 and 2030. The
consumption of various end products is combined with their
corresponding lifetimes to calculate the total waste quantities.

The weighted average lifetime of plastics products was
calculated as 8 years. Forty-seven percent of the total plastics
waste generated is currently recycled in India; this is much
higher than the share of recycling in most of the other
countries.
Problem Statement

“A study to assess the knowledge of house wives regarding
hazards of plastic and its safe disposal in an urban
community.”

Objectives

Assess the knowledge of house wives regarding the hazards
of plastic and its safe disposal.

Operational definition

Assess:-It refers to estimating of determine or evaluating the
knowledge.

Knowledge:-It refers to the understanding of the individual
regarding hazards of plastic and its safe disposal.

Plastic waste:-In this study plastic waste refers to the waste
substance generated during the production and usage of
plastic materials and its substances.

Hazards:-In this study hazard is a situation that poses a level
of threat to life, health, property, or environment.

Literature Related to Hazards of Plastic

A study conducted on environmental and health hazard
ranking and assessment of plastic polymers based on chemical
composition, the environmental and health hazards of
chemicals used in 55 thermoplastic and thermosetting
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polymers were identified and compiled. A hazard ranking
model was developed for the hazard classes and categories
.The polymers that ranked as most hazardous are made of
monomers classified as mutagenic and/or carcinogenic. These
belong to the polymer families of polyurethanes, poly
acrylonitriles, polyvinyl chloride, epoxy resins, and styrenic
copolymers. All have a large global annual production (1-37
million tonnes).

Use of this non biodegradable (according to recent studies,
plastics can stay as long as 4500 years on earth) product is
growing rapidly and the problem is what to do with plastic-
waste. Studies have linked the improper disposal of plastic to
problems as distant as breast cancer, reproductive problems in
humans and animals, genital abnormalities and much more. If
a ban is put on the use of plastics on emotional grounds, the
real cost would be much higher, the inconvenience much
more, the chances of damage or contamination much greater

Researchdesign: Non- experimental research design

Research Approach: Descriptive study.

Selection of Area: The area selected for the research study
was Anagaputhur urban community which is situated 7KM
away from our college. The municipal Town, Anagaputhur is
described as a way of the Mangadu Karumari Amman temple.
This area was selected because of its closeness to college and
easy to get expected samples.

Selection of Samples

For the study, 30 samples were taken from Anagaputhur
urban community, sampling technique adopted was
convenient sampling method.

Selection of Tool

The tool for the study was a structured interview schedule.

Data Collection Procedure

The investigator explained the procedure of date collection to
the samples. Their consent was obtained and the interview
was conducted by the investigator to the sample individually.

Plan for Dataanalysis

The plan for data analysis is as follows:
Number and percentage to assess distribution of demographic
data.
Number and percentage to assess distribution of level of
knowledge regarding hazards of plastic and its safe disposal.

ANALYSIS AND DISCUSSION DATA
The subject of data collection deals with hazards of plastics
and its safe disposal among house-wives in an urban
community at Anagaputhur in Chennai .Tables and diagram
were used for analysis the data on the basis of objectives of
the study. Describe methods in number and percentage using
tables and diagram.

The data tabulated under following materials:

Part 1: Numbers and percentage distribution of demographic
data.

Part 2: Numbers and percentage distribution of level of
knowledge.

Percentage Distribution of Level of Knowledge Regarding
Hazards of Plastic and Its Safe Disposal

CONCLUSION
The study findings revealed that

Majority 2(7%) of them aged between 18-22 years. 7(23%)
were between 23-27 years.  Only 7(23%) of people aged 28-
32 years. Majority 14(47%) of them were belongs to age
group of above 32 years. Majority of them had only 1-6th
standard 3(10%). 16(53%) of them had only education 7th
to12thstandard. Diploma 6(20%) and graduate 5(17%)
education. 36 12(40%) of them belongs to the income group
of below 10 thousand per month. 11(36%) of them belongs to
income group of 10-20 thousand. 5(17%) of them were
belongs to income group of 20-30 thousand. 2(7%) of them
getting Rs. above 30,000 thousand. 20 (67%)of them belongs
to Hindu family. 7(23%) were Christian and Muslim were
3(10%). Majority 4(13%) of them belongs to the open land
method of plastic disposal. Majority 22(77%) of them belongs
to the dustbin method of plastic disposal. 3(10%) of them
belongs to the burning method of plastic disposal. Only
3(10%) person had inadequate knowledge about hazards of
plastic its safe disposal. 12(40%) people had moderate
knowledge.15 (50%) people had adequate knowledge of
hazards of plastic its safe disposal.
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